
for gainillg PeJl«oship ill the American College of Surgeons is listening to a presidential 
address. Happily jar you, this is your last requir,ment for admission to Fellowship. Paraphrasing words of the 
late Robert Dinmlore, I should remind you, however, that the signifoance of this occasUm to mankind arises not 
from what you have accomplished ilt the past but from 10hat is exputed of you in the future. 1 am certain tlwe 
expectations will be fulfilled. " 

THIRTY-ONE YEARS AGO, in this same city, and in 
this same hotel,· 1 was sitting where you now are, 
as an Initiate. William D. Haggard of Nashville, 
Tennessee, a colorful character, gifted orator, and 
superior surgeon, gave the presidential address, 
titled "Surgery, the Queen of the Arts." In his 
eloquent manner, Dr. Haggard pulled out all the 
Stops as be extolled virtues of surgery and the no­
bility the 

monumental surgical accom­
plishments of the pa5t 30 years are seldom men­
tioned, and at times even appear to be taken for 
granted. This leaves the ledger somewhat incom­
plete and unbalanced. It occurs to me, therefore, 
that a brief acrount of a few notable acltievements 
which have characterized surgery during the past 

*Cmuad Hilton Hotel was then the SteYeQ$. 

30 years might not be amiss. The army is particu­
larly impressive for those who have learned by ex­
perience that nature docs not rcvcal her secrets 

lightly. 
As surgeons we happily acknowledge that 

a total of slightly less than 5,000 
students in their graduating classes. In 1963 there 
were 83 medical schools and approximately 7,300 
who graduated, an increase in graduates of approzi­
matelr 45 per cent-a figure virruaUy identical with 
our growth in population during the same period of 
time. In addition, plans are in progress, or firm 
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