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PLANNING A CME ACTIVITY WITH COMMERCIAL SUPPORT

Requirements for Commercial Supporters

Commercial supporters will not direct content nor in�uence the 
planning or implementation of educational activities

Commercial supporters are not permitted to be involved in the following:

•	 Identi�cation of practice gaps and needs that become the foundation for the activity

•	 Preparation of or input into the learning objectives

•	 Selection and/or presentation of content

•	 Recommendation of individuals to assist who would be able to control the content of 
the CME activity (for example, planners, editorial committee, faculty, and so on)

•	 In�uence over the selection of the educational design for the activity

•	 Selection of vendors or methods for the evaluation of the activity

•	 Requests for “technical review” of the content of the CME activity

Applying for Commercial Support

For Directly-Sponsored activities, the ACS CME sta� representative or Chapter representative is 
responsible for soliciting and applying for commercial support toward their educational activity.

For the Joint Providership Program (JPP), the partnering organization representative is responsible 
for soliciting and applying for commercial support toward their educational activity.

The CPDA team must review all mailings/materials used to solicit commercial support from commercial 
interests prior to distribution in order to ensure compliance with ACS and ACCME requirements.

Letter of Agreement 

If a company agrees to provide commercial support for a CME activity, a Letter of Agreement (LOA) is required.

The ACS LOA template must be used, which includes the following components:

•	 Contact information of the commercial supporter

•	 Name, date, and location (for live meetings only) of CME activity

•	 For Joint Providership Program activities, the name of the partnering organization

•	 Terms and conditions for compliance with ACCME Standards for Commercial Support

•	 Amount of monetary support and/or

•	 Description/value of in-kind support

•	 Signature of commercial company representative

•	 For Directly-Sponsored activities only, the signature of the ACS representative:

—	 For Chapter activities, the signature of the ACS Chapter representative OR

—	 For ACS activities, the signature of the ACS CME sta� representative
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• For Joint Providership Program activities only:

—	 The signature of partnering organization representative AND

—	 The signature of the CPDA section representative

For Directly-Sponsored activities, the commercial supporter representative 
must sign o� prior to the ACS representative’s signature.

For Joint Providership Program activities, the commercial supporter representative 
must sign o� prior to the partnering organization representative. The CPDA section 
representative will sign the LOA only after both signatures have been provided.

If a company cannot utilize ACS’ LOA template, the following components must be incorporated, and 
the LOA must be reviewed by the CPDA team for compliance with ACS and ACCME policies:

• Explicitly state that the commercial supporter will comply with
ACCME’s Standards for Commercial Support

• Acknowledge that there will be no company promotion as part of the educational
activity and no in�uence over the content of the educational activity

• Name ACS as the accredited provider of the educational activity

All LOAs must be signed by all parties and submitted to the CPDA 
at least �ve days before the educational activity.

COMMERCIAL SUPPORT DURING A CME ACTIVITY

Acknowledging Commercial Support

Commercial supporters receive only an acknowledgment for their contribution toward a CME activity.

Acknowledgments of any kind CANNOT include company logos .

Acknowledging commercial supporters must be done prior to content being disseminated, 
at the beginning of the CME activity. Examples may include, but are not limited to:

• Mention of company name only (no logos) as a commercial supporter in
program materials (program book, app, website, and so on)

• For live meetings, on-site signage or presentation slides that mention the
company name only (no logos) as a commercial supporter

Sample text for acknowledgments for Directly-Sponsored activities: “The 
American College of Surgeons (Chapter Name, if Chapter) acknowledges (company 
name) for their commercial support of this educational activity.”

Sample text for acknowledgments for Joint Providership Program activities: “The (partnering organization 
name) acknowledges (company name) for their commercial support of this educational activity.”

Acknowledgments of commercial support must be global and apply to the entire educational activity, 
rather than linked to specific sessions or portions of an activity. For example, the acknowledgment “The 
ACS would like to acknowledge (company name)’s support of the Paper Competition.” is not permitted.
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