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FIFrv YEARS AGO AN IDEAL conceived by Franklin 
H. Martin became a realhy. The American College 
of Surgeons was established "not for pecuniary 
profit, hut for the benefit of humanity .... n* The 
aims of this organization and the reason for its 
existence lie in its disinterested and unselfish 
efforts to elevate the standards of the profcssion~ 
moral as well as intellectual, to foster research, to 
educate the public. 

Today, tills College, a fellowship of more than 
25,000 accomplished surgeons pledged to this 
ideal, is the 

essential conditioll of the 
surgeon's daily work. It is the guiding circumstance 
of his life. Yet, because of this overpowering con­
centration on the problem at band, namely the 
lives of his patients. the surgeon is often less con-

*Arlkl~s of Im:orponilion, A.C.S., Directory, 1962, 
p~ 72 7. 

Address oj the President 
WHEN DR. J. ENGLEBERT DUNPIlY bc(;ume the 
forly-fourth prc-sident of the American College 
of Surgeons on October 31, 1963. at the C()n­
vocation in San Francisco, he nddresseu lh .. 
accompanying statem<:nt on rc~pon~ibjlity and 
authority in American surgcry to the 1,063 
surgeons who had just heen inducted into 
Pellowship. 

Dr. Dunphy h K~'flncth A. J. Mackenzie 
prok.sor of surgery and chairman of the de­
partment, Univer~ity of Oregon Mediad 
SehOQI. 

He is dmirmnn of the A.C.S. Comminee on 
GradulIl ... Trllining in Surgery, a member of the 
Committees on Cancer and on Medio.ll Mo­
tion Picture~. Prom 1958 to 1961 Dr. Dunphy 
~erved n~ n m .. mbcr uf lh .. Board of Governors. 

scious of his responsibility to larger but tess im­
mediate issues. Let me illustrate this by an obvious, 
and for those of us who which 

in a 
misguided attempt to make things better would so 
regiment the practice of medicine and surgery that 
the result would be stultifYing mooi<X.Tity. 

It is a curious paradox that the more dosely an 
organization approachcs perfection, the more fla­
grant its shortcomings appear. This is true of a 
Navy ship or of a baseball team and is particularly 
the case with the medical profession today. We 
have never before produced such high quality and 
gencrdlly available care TO the public. The reputa­
tion of any individual doctor with his patients has 
never been better. 

Yel, as a group, as a social body, 








