
April 22, 2022

Dear Member of Congress,

As organizations representing lung cancer patients, veterans, nurses, doctors, caregivers, and
researchers, we urge you to support $60 million for the Lung Cancer Research Program within the
Congressionally Directed Medical Research Program (CDMRP) in the Fiscal Year 2023 Defense
appropriations bill.

We were deeply frustrated to learn that in FY21, because of a lack of funding, the Lung Cancer
Research Program was forced to reject 82 out of 119 research proposals rated excellen oximately 235,000

Americans diagnosed wvival depends on

significantly more research into everything from early detection to treatments that combat
resistance to existing therapeutics.

Despite many scientific advances, lung cancer remains the country’s leading cause of cancer deaths
among women (21%) and men (21%). Each day, more than 350 people die of lung cancer, which is
more than those who die of breast, prostate and pancreatic cancers combined. It is 2.5 times more
than those who die of colorectal cancer, the second leading cause of cancer deaths.i

Veterans are at significantly greater risk for lung cancer and are diagnosed at higher rates than the
general population.3 The Veterans Health Administration (VHA) estimates that 900,000 veterans are
at risk for lung cancer due to age, significantly higher rates of smoking—particularly among those
deployed—and toxic exposures during military service and after.4

Even thoug

ancerthes tce highis
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ond mos t prevalent
cancer among VHA patients (18%), and has by far the most VHA patients (58%) who are
diagnosed at stages three or four,iii it received only 3.46% ($20 million) of the $577.5 million in
CDMRP cancer funds in FY22, less than every named CDMRP cancer except one.

4Department of Veterans Affairs, https: ocs/Go2_FactSheet.pdf

3 Based on Lullig, Sims et al. Cancer Incidence Among Patients of the U.S. Veterans As OhHULFbiLung Association, https://www.lung.org/research/state-of-lung-cancer/key-findings
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CDMRP’s Lung Cancer Research Program accelerates high impact, translational research, making it
essential to lung cancer patients who are in a race against the clock to find novel, life-saving
treatments. While we ask for a major increase for the Lung Cancer Research Program, we strongly
support raising the overall federal funding level for all cancer programs. We don’t want new funding
of any individual cancer to come at the expense of any other cancer.

With its history of bipartisan support for NCI, CURES, CURES 2.0, ARPA-H and the Cancer Moonshot,
we urge Congress to appropriate $60 million for LCRP to better reflect and respect lung cancer’s
real and devastating impact on service members, veterans, and all Americans. $60 million dollars is
a critical, overdue step toward addressing the unmatched burden lung cancer has inflicted upon too
many Americans, their families and communities. We have been at the back of the line too long.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration,

A Breath of Hope Lung Foundation
Addario Lung Cancer Medical Institute (ALCMI)
ALK Fusion
ALK Positive
American Association of Radon Scientists and Technologists Foundation (AARST Foundation)
American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network
American College of Radiology (ACR)
American College of Surgeons
American Lung Cancer Screening Initiative
American Society for Radiation Oncology (ASTRO)
Association of American Cancer Institutes (AACI)
Association of Community Cancer Centers (ACCC)
Baptist Health
Biomarker Collaborative
BRAF Bombers
Breath of Hope Kentucky
Breath of Hope Ohio
Burn Pits 360 Veterans
Cancer Survivors Against Radon (CanSAR)
Caring Ambassadors
Cease Fire Campaign
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