




Dr. Martin wrote, 
“There was little consolation 

in the fact that I had done 
the best I know. What was 

it that I did not know?”
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1880; obtained a two-year internship at Mercy Hospi-
tal; and opened his practice in Chicago. He wrote, “In 
those good old days, surgeons developed and were not 
made to order…one learned his surgery by seeking out 
emergency cases…those more interested in gyneco-
logical surgery literally learned it by operating on our 
patients.”4 After one year of practice, he performed his 
first abdominal operation, a bilateral oophorectomy “in 
a large west room of an apartment,” which led to the 
death of the patient on his third post-op day. He wrote, 
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Article ll of the Bylaws stated, “The object of the College shall 
be to elevate the standard of surgery, to establish a standard of 
competency and character for practitioners of surgery, to pro-
vide a method of granting fellowships in the organization, and 



Dr. Finney
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MD, FACS, said, “In this entire country there is not 
even a minimum of hospital standards.”8 The Commit-
tee on Hospital Standards was established with Ernest 
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