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Cancer Screening Coverage Toolkit – Colorectal and Breast Cancer  
  

1. Introduction  

2. 
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Treating colorectal cancer is estimated to cost between $12 and $14 billion each year in the  

United States with an annual treatment cost for an individual with an advanced case exceeding 

$300,000 a year. While colonoscopy is one of the more expensive preventative treatments 

covered under the ACA, the screening has the potential to prevent colorectal cancer because it 

can detect precancerous growths, called polyps, before the cancer reaches advanced stages. 

Early detection by colonoscopy reduces long term costs for treatment, and can save lives.   

  

The potential for unexpected out-of-pocket costs associated with colorectal cancer screenings is 

the main deterrent for people to getting screened. Insurance coverage varies greatly on when 

and what they will cover with no cost-sharing for patients.   

  

Patients can encounter unexpected cost-sharing for screening colonoscopy under three different 

clinical circumstances: 1) when a polyp is detected and removed during a screening 

colonoscopy; 2) when a colonoscopy is performed as part of a two-step screening process 

following a positive stool blood test; and, 3) when the individual is at increased risk for 

colorectal cancer and may receive earlier or more frequent screening compared with average 

risk adults.   

  

The three coverage “loopholes” have created confusion amongst patients and have had the 

consequence of discouraging patients from undergoing colorectal cancer screenings, especially 

colonoscopies, despite the high rate of early detection and successful treatment of colorectal 

cancer.   

  

    

COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENING COVERAGE TALKING POINTS  
  

Ensuring patients have access to health insurance coverage of live saving colorectal cancer 

prevention screenings without cost-sharing.   

  

Background  

• Colorectal Cancer is the third most common cancer and cause of death in men and 

women in the United States.   
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As a result increasing usage, insurance companies have been instituting differing decisions 

about including tomosynthesis screening coverage in their policies. Several regional and 

national health plans including Aetna and Cigna have updated their policies to include coverage 

for tomosynthesis, while others do not cover the screening.2  

  

State legislators are being asked by advocates of the screening to expand state breast cancer 

screening coverage laws to include tomosynthesis screenings. Thus far, Arkansas, Connecticut, 

Illinois, Kentucky, New York, 

http://www.americansforbreasthealth.com/
http://www.americansforbreasthealth.com/
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SAMPLE LEGISLATION – 2017 New York A.5677  
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