
Socioeconomic tips

*All speci�c references to CPT (Current Procedural Terminology) 
terminology and phraseology are © 2010 American Medical 
Association. All rights reserved.

I n the 2011 Current Procedural Terminology  
(CPT) * handbook, the subsection heading 
“Excision and Debridement” has been revised 

to refer only to “Debridement.” As a result, codes 
have been deleted, and new debridement codes 
have been added. Additionally, the active wound 
care management and debridement of open frac-



Debridement codes

CPT codeCPT descriptor�����

Debridement including removal of foreign material at the site of an open fracture and/or an open dislocation (eg, excisional debridement); skin and subcutaneous tissues�����

Debridement including removal of foreign material at the site of an open fracture and/or an open dislocation (eg, excisional debridement); skin, subcutaneous tissue, muscle fascia, and muscle�����

Debridement including removal of foreign material at the site of an open fracture and/or an open dislocation (eg, excisional debridement); skin, subcutaneous tissue, muscle fascia, muscle, and bone         11040Code deleted. Debridement; skin, partial thickness (See 97597, 97598)         11041Code deleted. Debridement; skin, full thickness (See 97597, 97598)�����

�

Debridement, subcutaneous tissue (includes epidermis and dermis, if performed); each additional 20 sq 14, or part thereof (List separately in addition to code for primary procedure)�����

Debridement, muscle and/or fascia (includes epidermis, dermis, and subcutaneous tissue, if performed); �rst 20 sq 14.or less

�

Debridement, muscle and/or fascia (includes epidermis, dermis, and subcutaneous tissue, if performed); each additional 20 sq 14, or part thereof (List separately in addition to code for primary procedure)�����

Debridement, bone (includes epidermis, dermis, subcutaneous tissue, muscle and/or fascia, if performed); �rst 20 sq 14.or less

�

Debridement, bone (includes epidermis, dermis, subcutaneous tissue, muscle and/or fascia, if performed); each additional 20 sq 14, or part thereof (List separately in addition to code for primary procedure)�����

Debridement (eg, high pressure waterjet with/without suction, sharp selective debridement with scissors, scalpel and forceps), open wound, (eg, �brin, devitalized epidermis and/or dermis, exudate, debris, bio�lm), including topical application(s), wound assessment, use of a whirlpool, when performed and instruction(s) for ongoing care, per session, total wound(s) surface area; �rst 20 sq 14.or less

+

Debridement (eg, high pressure waterjet with/without suction, sharp selective debridement with scissors, scalpel and forceps), open wound, (eg, �brin, devitalized epidermis and/or dermis, exudate, debris, bio�lm), including topical application(s), wound assessment, use of a whirlpool, when performed and instruction(s) for ongoing care, per session, total wound(s) surface area; each additional 20 sq 14, or part thereof (List separately in addition to code for primary procedure)

          97602

Removal of devitalized tissue from wound(s), non-selective debridement, without anesthesia (eg, wet-to-moist dressings, enzymatic, abrasion), including topical application(s), wound assessment, and instruction(s) for ongoing care, per session

          97605Negative pressure wound therapy (eg, vacuum assisted drainage collection), including topical application(s), wound assessment, and instruction(s) for ongoing care, per session; total wound(s) surface area less than or equal to 50 square centimeters         97606Negative pressure wound therapy (eg, vacuum assisted drainage collection), including topical application(s), wound assessment, and instruction(s) for ongoing care, per session; total wound(s) surface area greater than 50 square centimeters

��
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