
THE MISSION AND IDEALS OF THE AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS
rBy RUDOLPH MATAS, NEW ORLEANS

THIS day is one of remembrance. It is to be remembered by tho.seof the elect
who in the enjoyment of the privileges and advantages that the American
College of Surgeons offers to its Fellows, have been able to profit by the in-

struction afforded by its exercises and the relallation procured by its amenities. },
First and foremost of these privileges is the mental stimulus and inspiration derived ,
from proximity and contact with the great minds from abroad and at home, who
have come to share with us the fruitage of their labor, and by the opportunity given
us by the generous surgeons of this great city who have so widely opened the doors
of their superb hospitals that we might witriess and learn by their expert perform-
ances. The Fellows have also had occasion to attest their interest iIi, and loyalty to,
the Collegein contributing by their presence to the dignity of th~s celebration and,
again, by giving encouragement and support to the incoming candidates who are to
follow their example,

To the newly elected Fellows who have earned their right to the investure of
the College by fulfilling the conditions for admission, this occasion should be sug-
gestive of many thoughts and reflections which should tend to strengthen their
convictions in joining an organization which, while serving the common interests
of the public, also promotes the welfare of its members,

To all these, in the name of the College, I extend congratulations and a hearty
welcome with the glad hand of Fellowship,

As I look around this hall, my admiration is moved not only by the number of
the men who have rightfully won the recognition of the College as practitioners of
surgery, but by the significanceof such a gathering of intelligent and trained minds
for the upbuilding and progress of medicine through the instrumentality of surgery,
a force which, radiating from its source in the North American Continent, is
possessed of potentialities for the spread of its benevolent influence to all the
civilized quarters of the globe.

Need I refer to our union with Canada, where the identity of professional in-
terests, social and institutional organization, as well as the affinities of race, lan-
guage and historical tradition, have found expression in an intimate alliance which
is now exhibited in an equal representation of the Canadian profession in our Fel-
lowship, and in the fusion of its governing policies with those of our directorate?

Need I speak of the affectionate ties that bindus toour British brethren and to V
that monumental institution, the Royal College of Surgeons of England, and to
those of Scotlandand Ireland, Whlch'have-beena perennial source of inspiration in
the modeling of this College; and need I speak to our friends in France, Italy and
other countries of the continent of Europe, so admirably represented here today,
to remind us of the international character of our organization?

Even now as we are assembled, we have proof that the basic principles upon
which we have built our faith have found a sympathetic reception in the countries
lying south of us,-in the Spanish American republics of Mexico, Middle and
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if you want to be restored to health, should you not go to a hospital? Why is a room
in a dwel1ing made to suffice? Why not the best?" The more we improve the
hospitals, the more the people willseek them, and hospitals will become the centers
for the care of the sick and for the investigation of disease. These' centers are I
now multiplying at a rapid rate all over the country and the time wil1come when all
the requirements of private practice wiJl be met in this way. Good roads, the
telephone, the auto-car, the radio, the auto-ambulance and probably the aero-
plane, will do the rest; in this way the problem of the medical depopulation of the
rural districts which is now so painfully apparent in our country wil1 be met in a
manner far more satisfying to the modern practitioner and to the community.

With the central communal hospital, staffed by a competent group of qualified
clinical and laboratory specialists, wil1 come a safe resort for whoever may be in
need of medical help and the family physician will be able to exercise his functions
in a manner far more satisfying and becoming to his scientific tastes and training.
A new type of doctor will then develop who, in continuing his personal relations
with the patient and, in this way, retaining the best and most honored of-his priv-
ileges, will be able to care for them in surroundings that will permit him to in-
vestigate and treat their ailments with all the resources that modern cooperative
methods of diagnosis and therapeutics place at his command. The young graduate,
fresh from the schools, will be happier and better satisfied to live in the rural
districts than at present, as he will find in such communal hospital centers all the
facilities and requirements for the practice of medicine that have been taught
him by modern scientific teachers. In addition, he will have all the opportunities
for the mental culture that is so necessary to aJl young, ambitious and aspiring
minds, through his association with his numerous specially trained colleagues and
collaborators.

The surgeon, again, working in the best surroundings and in collaboration
with his associates in all the departments of medicine, will be stimulated to do his
best and safest work. The opportunities for sinister peculations and mercenary
transactions will then be reduced to a minimum. .

This outlook for the future may be disputed, but coming events cast their
shadows before them, and there can be no doubt that this is the meaning of the
shadow that we now see.

This College, when relieved of its present and most difficult tasks, will be able to
direct itself more freely to the building of a superstructure of new enterprises which
are at present only beginning to appear above its well secured foundation~ What
the functions of the College wil1be in the near future, in addition to those which
it is now exercising, it would be too venturesome to suggest, but one thing is cer-
tain, that in the fastcoming reor~ization of the medical profession as a collectiv-
ity, entrusted with the care of thll public health, the College of Surgeons will put
all the intelligence and power at it~ command in adjusting the service of surgery to
the best interests of all cQllcerned.

I have already suggested that in the movement for the standardization of the
surgeon and of the hospital; the College has still a long road to travel before it can
reach the goal of its ambitions. Both of these movements are speeding along and
steadily gaining in momentum, and the day is fast approaching when the standards
of the surgeon and of the hospital, based upon a scale of minimum requirements,
may have to be changed to sti1l higher and more searching tests in order that we
may attain our ideals.

And now as to our ideals, how manifold and multiform they are! .Even as they
are now held before us they are not mere airy fancies, wi1l 0' the wisps, or "the
stuff of which dreams are made,"-but practical, tangible and reasonable expecta-






