






education to be familiar to some extent with this subject, a duty of every doctor
to be well informed. Paton, in the Yale Re:'iew, says "The advances recorded in
making quantitative additions to human life will be something to be proud of only
if, at least, an equal amount of attention is devoted to improving the quality of the
human mind and precedes this with the statement that the recognition and pre-
vention of madness is the chief question of importance now confronting ch·i1ization.

Why do men believe in such invisible things, things of the spirit? How is it
known that justice, love and truth are worth more than all the visible wealth of the
planet? Wbo can prove such a magnificent proposition? \Vtll, the most patent
truths cannot be demonstrated to the many who will not see; \\'no does not
venerate standards higher and nobler than he himself perchance follows? Is not
every successful man an idealist? Are there not hours when every man is an
idealist?

No one can be forced to convictions; he must be led. \Ve must for ourselves
decide what ideals we wish to uphold, what things are good for us; whether we
want the world to be a world for us, or merely a dream and a chaos. But this at
least we must understand, that even science will fall asunder if we disbelieve i~
absolute ideals. :Manpicks his way in life, he selects the strands of his purpose from
the multitudinous elements of a close-woven world of social and physical environ-
ments. He is free only to the extent of his purposes, where they are narrow and near,
his liberty is limited but it expands with his comprehension of the world and is
fullest when the better trend and tendencies ·of his time have passed into his life
and become his intelligent will.


