
AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

THE American College of Surgeons is begin-
ning its seventh year under most inspiring
circumstances. More than three-fourths

of the Fellows of the Association have been in
their country's service and have returned to
their work with renewed vigor and enthusiasm.
In spite of the war years, the College has made
progress along all lines. The Clinical Congress
of Surgeons of North America has been taken
over by the American College of Surgeons. In
the future the educational, scientific, and moral
standards of the American Co~lege of Surgeons
will be maintained, and only its members and
invited guests will be welcomed to the clinical
meetings.

Standardization of hospitals has made great
progress under the able leadership of the Director
of Education, Dr. John G. Bowman. As the re-
sult of the efforts of the College, the great major-
ity of hospitals in America of more than 100 beds
will institute the restricted staff, and install the
laboratory facilities ~nd record systems which
the American College of Surgeons believes to be
essential.

It is the desire of 'the Founders of the American
College of Surgeons that the association shall be
democratic, and that its membership shall be
open to all those men of sterling character, ability,
and training in general surgery and in the various
surgical specialties, who are within the limits of
North America. For, when all is said and done,
the College stands for service to all the people,
and unless a sufficient number of men of high
ideals and professional qualifications is eventually
secured, the organization will have failed to live
up to its great opportunities.

The exact number of men required to perform
the duties of caring for the various serious surgi-
cal ills of the I I 5,000,000 people of North America
is at this time a matter of speculation and, so far
as I know, the};' are no data on which such a
computation can be based. However, an esti-
mated number might be fixed to serve as a target

for criticism, of at least one surgeon to 10,000

persons. This percentage is about the same as
that furnished to England by the Royal College
of Surgeons of<London. That there will be, in
the next decade, such a number of eligible men,
I am confident. Objection has been raised to an
association of so large a membership; it is main-
tained that this would mean a lowering of educa-
tional stand<:j,rds. If the principle is established
that the association first of all is for the benefit
of the people, I believe a working arrangement
can be made which will, in a tentative way, meet
the requirements. The next generation will not
be so greatly troubled as the present one by ques-
tions of educational standards. The medical
standards of the whole country have been raised
to a point not exceeded by those of any other
country in the world. In the present generation,
by reason of divergent standards, there will have
to be a certain amount of latitude to meet the
existing conditions.

Knowledge obtained by observation, experience,
and from the printed page, is possessed by many
men. When knowledge is translated into proper
action we speak of it as wisdom. Many men have
great wisdom, in their knowledge of useful things,
yet may have but a limited book learning. Per-
sonally, I believe that the wise honest man who
can bring a high order of skill to bear on surgical
infirmities should not, at least in this generation,
be refused admission to the College because of a
lack of fundamental training.

In the adoption of standards or requirements
for admission into the American College of Sur-
geons, character should be first considered. The
dishonest, conscienceless man who has surgical
skill is most dangerous in any community. _Un-
necessary operations, even when performed with
a high order of technical ability, are the bane of
present-day surgery, but, owing largely to the
American College of Surgeons, such practices are
markedly on the wane. However lenient we may
be in estimating the value of the older and disap-





who can-not desire, but can-obtain an educa-
tion is reduced to the number who can be given
the present form of education. Our country de-
pends not on a cultured class alone, but on the
average intelligence, and in the last analysis on
the number who will be able to obtain an oppor-
tunity to get an education. It should be the duty
of the Fellows of the American College of Surgeons
to see that certain existing conditions be reme-
died so. that the medical schools may graduate
their studen,ts at an earlier age.

In this connection, I quote from the 1918 re-
port 1of C. G.Schultz, superintendent of educa-
tion of the state of Minnesota, now of the Gov-
ernment Department of Education, Washington:

"It requires a total school enrollment of approx-
imately four hundred fifty to produce one col-
lege graduate. No one questions that it is desir-
able that this one graduate should be produced.
But that t


